
TRUE RESTORATION REQUIRES TRUE REPENTANCE                                                   

(along with TRUE patience, love and forgiveness)                                                          

Galatians 6:1   Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an 

one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. 

James 5:19-20   Brethren, if any of you do err from the truth, and one convert him;    20Let him 

know, that he which converteth the sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul from 

death, and shall hide a multitude of sins. 

These scriptures teach and encourage spiritual minded Christians to be active in restoring erring 

brethren, the task of restoring the erring brother is often difficult and discouraging, to truly 

restore the erring brother we must teach and encourage them to not only restore their 

relationship with God, but also they must restore their relationships with the church, the local 

congregation and the brethren. This requires teaching and understanding of true repentance. 

Regardless of what is spoken, without a change of attitude and actions there is no forgiveness.  

Let’s carefully consider 3 examples of men who made changes in their lives, their attitudes 

and how others responded to them. 

Example #1       Zacchaeus the Tax Collector       Luke 19:1-10 

 1And Jesus entered and passed through Jericho.  2And, behold, there was a man named 
Zacchaeus, which was the chief among the publicans, and he was rich.  3And he sought to see 
Jesus who he was; and could not for the press, because he was little of stature.  4And he ran 
before, and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see him: for he was to pass that way.  5And 
when Jesus came to the place, he looked up, and saw him, and said unto him, Zacchaeus, make 
haste, and come down; for today I must abide at thy house.   6And he made haste, and came 
down, and received him joyfully.  7And when they saw it, they all murmured, saying, That he 
was gone to be guest with a man that is a sinner.   8And Zacchaeus stood, and said unto the 
Lord: Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have taken anything from 
any man by false accusation, I restore him fourfold.  9And Jesus said unto him,  This day is 
salvation come to this house, for so much as he also is a son of Abraham. 10For the Son of man 
is come to seek and to save that which was lost. 
 
Though we sing the words of the song “Zacchaeus was a wee little man” speaking of his stature, we 

can see from his change of heart and attitude that led to change in actions, makes him a manly man in 

the sight of God. It takes a BIG man to recognize personal weakness and the need for real change. 

We also see in this example that Zacchaeus, as it appears, had the means and was willing and 

wanting to make restitution above and beyond to those he had wronged. ( Not sure if his response of 

paying back four-fold was based on principles of the Old Law Ex. 22:1, Lev.6:1-6  or of Roman Law) 



Example #2        The Prodigal Son    Luke 15:11 

11And he said, A certain man had two sons: 12And the younger of them said to his father, Father, give 
me the portion of goods that falleth to me. And he divided unto them his living. 13 And not many days 
after the younger son gathered all together, and took his journey into a far country, and there wasted 
his substance with riotous living. 14And when he had spent all, there arose a mighty famine in that land; 
and he began to be in want. 15And he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country; and he sent 
him into his fields to feed swine. 16And he would fain have filled his belly with the husks that the swine 
did eat: and no man gave unto him. 17And when he came to himself, he said, How many hired servants 
of my father's have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger! 18  I will arise and go to my 
father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before thee, 19 And am no 
more worthy to be called thy son: ( what an example of humility)   make me as one of thy hired servants. 
20And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and 
had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him. 21And the son said unto him, Father, I 
have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more worthy to be called thy son. 22But the 
father said to his servants, Bring forth the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and 
shoes on his feet:  23And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and let us eat, and be merry: 
24For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found. And they began to be merry. 
 25Now his elder son was in the field: and as he came and drew nigh to the house, he heard music and 
dancing.   26And he called one of the servants, and asked what these things meant.  
 27And he said unto him, Thy brother is come; and thy father hath killed the fatted calf, because he hath 
received him safe and sound.   28And he was angry, and would not go in: therefore came his father out, 
and intreated him.   29And he answering said to his father, Lo, these many years do I serve thee, neither 
transgressed I at any time thy commandment: and yet thou never gavest me a kid, that I might make 
merry with my friends:  30But as soon as this thy son was come, which hath devoured thy living with 
harlots, thou hast killed for him the fatted calf.  31And he said unto him, Son, thou art ever with me, and 
all that I have is thine.  32It was meet that we should make merry, and be glad: for this thy brother was 
dead, and is alive again; and was lost, and is found. 
 
 

Example #3       The Apostle Paul…(Saul) 

Acts 7:58           The stoning of Stephen 

 58And cast him out of the city, and stoned him: and the witnesses laid down their clothes at a young 

man's feet, whose name was Saul.  

Acts 8:1-4        Persecuting of  the church 

 1 And Saul was consenting unto his death. And at that time there was a great persecution against the 
church which was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered abroad throughout the regions of Judaea 
and Samaria, except the apostles.   2And devout men carried Stephen to his burial, and made great 
lamentation over him.  3 As for Saul, he made havock of the church, entering into every house, and 
haling men and women committed them to prison.  4Therefore they that were scattered abroad went 
every where preaching the word. 
 

 



Acts 9:1-18              The Conversion of Saul                       see also Acts 22:6-16 and 26:12-18 

1And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went unto the 
high priest, 2And desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found any of this way, 
whether they were men or women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem.  3And as he journeyed, 
he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about him a light from heaven:  4And he fell 
to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?  5And he said, 
Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick 
against the pricks.  6And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And the 
Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do.  7And the 
men which journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing no man.  8And Saul arose 
from the earth; and when his eyes were opened, he saw no man: but they led him by the hand, and 
brought him into Damascus.  9And he was three days without sight, and neither did eat nor drink.  
 10And there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias; and to him said the Lord in a vision, 
Ananias. And he said, Behold, I am here, Lord.  11And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the 
street which is called Straight, and enquire in the house of Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus: for, 
behold, he prayeth,  12And hath seen in a vision a man named Ananias coming in, and putting his hand 
on him, that he might receive his sight.  13Then Ananias answered, Lord, I have heard by many of this 
man, how much evil he hath done to thy saints at Jerusalem:  14And here he hath authority from the 
chief priests to bind all that call on thy name.  15But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a 
chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel:  
 16For I will shew him how great things he must suffer for my name's sake.  17And Ananias went his 
way, and entered into the house; and putting his hands on him said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, 
that appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, hath sent me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, 
and be filled with the Holy Ghost.  18And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: and 
he received sight forthwith, and arose, and was baptized. 
 
Acts 9:19-31          Saul changed but was not readily trusted and accepted        See also Acts 22:17-21 

19And when he had received meat, he was strengthened. Then was Saul certain days with the disciples 
which were at Damascus. 20And straightway he preached Christ in the synagogues, that he is the Son of 
God.  21But all that heard him were amazed, and said; Is not this he that destroyed them which called 
on this name in Jerusalem, and came hither for that intent, that he might bring them bound unto the 
chief priests?  22But Saul increased the more in strength, and confounded the Jews which dwelt at 
Damascus, proving that this is very Christ.  23And after that many days were fulfilled, the Jews took 
counsel to kill him:  24But their laying await was known of Saul. And they watched the gates day and 
night to kill him.  25Then the disciples took him by night, and let him down by the wall in a basket.  
26And when Saul was come to Jerusalem, he assayed to join himself to the disciples: but they were all 
afraid of him, and believed not that he was a disciple. 27But Barnabas took him, and brought him to the 
apostles, and declared unto them how he had seen the Lord in the way, and that he had spoken to him, 
and how he had preached boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus.  28And he was with them coming in 
and going out at Jerusalem.  29And he spake boldly in the name of the Lord Jesus, and disputed against 
the Grecians: but they went about to slay him.  30Which when the brethren knew, they brought him 
down to Caesarea, and sent him forth to Tarsus.  31Then had the churches rest throughout all Judaea 
and Galilee and Samaria, and were edified; and walking in the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the 
Holy Ghost, were multiplied. 

 
 



 
Humility of Paul 

1 Corinthians 15:9    For I am the least of the apostles, that am not meet (fit) to be called an apostle, 

because I persecuted the church of God. 

Ephesians 3:8   Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach 

among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ; 

 1 Timothy 1:15   This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the 

world to save sinners; of whom I am chief. 

Lessons we learn from these 3 examples.    Change of Attitude and Actions 

Need for change.         Recognition of need for change.            Desire and willingness to change.  

True and Honest Confession,   Sorrow(remorse) and regret for wrongs against others. Desire to 

take action to prove change.  Personal responsibility and accountability for their actions.     

Humility in action.   A desire to correct wrongs.    A need to prove their change to others and 

restore trust, by a change of actions.   Repentance is not always readily accepted by all. 

Other observations from these examples that should be given our 

consideration. 

Consider the attitude of those that murmured (prejudice observers) about Christ’s association 

with Zacchaeus.  Zacchaeus’ motivation was greed and his fraud perhaps intentional. 

(unexcused)     Restitution was probably never imagined but readily promised in this example. 

Consider the difference in the attitudes of the father (willing) and of the older 

brother(resentful). The prodigal was motivated or enticed by the “lust of the flesh”. 

(unexcused)              Restitution is not mentioned in this example. 

We should consider the attitude of Ananias(reluctant or fearful). We should consider the 

example of Barnabus (willing mediator).      Paul was motivated by “blind zeal”. (unexcused)                                                                                                                   

Restitution was impossible in this example. 

Often what we expect of our Brother often is based on our relationship, how his actions have 

affected me, or perhaps what I feel is proper and necessary restitution and or penalty.  

However, the burden of true repentance and true restoration lies in evidence of honesty with 

self and with others, as well as an ongoing change in attitude and behavior. Let us all strive to 

possess an attitude of repentance like Zaccheaus, the prodigal son and the Apostle Paul, as well 

as, a willing attitude of acceptance, patience, love and forgiveness. 



Additional Notes: 

Self Examination…. it is difficult for a man to see fault within himself, and to accept the same 

judgement as he would put on others, consider the following example. 

2 Samuel 12   And the Lord sent Nathan unto David. And he came unto him, and said unto him, 

There were two men in one city; the one rich, and the other poor.2 The rich man had exceeding 

many flocks and herds: 3 But the poor man had nothing, save one little ewe lamb, which he had 

bought and nourished up: and it grew up together with him, and with his children; it did eat of 

his own meat, and drank of his own cup, and lay in his bosom, and was unto him as a daughter.  

4 And there came a traveller unto the rich man, and he spared to take of his own flock and of his 

own herd, to dress for the wayfaring man that was come unto him; but took the poor man's 

lamb, and dressed it for the man that was come to him.  5 And David's anger was greatly 

kindled against the man; and he said to Nathan, As the Lord liveth, the man that hath done this 

thing shall surely die.  6 And he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and 

because he had no pity.                                                                                                                                                       

7 And Nathan said to David,    Thou art the man. 

 

 

 

 


