
Unity…its importance and How to Attain and Maintain it. 
By Scott Jacques 

Psalm 133:1 Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! 

John 17:20-23……Christ prayed for Unity 
20 Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their word; 
21 That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one 

in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. 
22 And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are 

one: 
23 I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may 

know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me. 

 
John 13:34-35         Love…..Unity the World Recognizes 
34 A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye 

also love one another. 
35 By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another. 

1 Corinthians 13 ……Characteristics of Love…… 

4 Charity   suffereth long,    and is kind;     charity envieth not;     charity vaunteth not itself,                

is not puffed up,   5 Doth not behave itself unseemly,     seeketh not her own,      is not easily 

provoked,     thinketh no evil;   6 Rejoiceth not in iniquity,     but rejoiceth in the truth;           
7 Beareth all things,    believeth all things,     hopeth all things,      endureth all things.    

    Love is the Foundation of Unity.                                Love is the bond of UNITY.                                                              

UNITY allows our Love to Abound.                  Perhaps you can’t have one without the other.   1  

John 4:7-8      Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is 

born of God, and knoweth God.8 He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love.                                                                                                 

To learn more about Love read 1 John chapters 3&4 

Philippians 2:1-4…United by thinking alike and Humility 
If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the 

Spirit, if any bowels and mercies,2 Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same 

love, being of one accord, of one mind.3 Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in 

lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves. 
4 Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others. 

Acts 4:32    And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of one soul: neither 

said any of them that ought of the things which he possessed was his own; but they had all things 

common. 

 



Ephesians 4:1-32…Pursue Unity thru peace, knowledge, maturity and change. 
4 I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation 

wherewith ye are called,2 With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing 

one another in love;3 Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 
4 There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; 
5 One Lord, one faith, one baptism,6 One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, 

and in you all.7 But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of 

Christ.8 Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave 

gifts unto men.9 (Now that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended first into the lower 

parts of the earth?10 He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, 

that he might fill all things.)11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, 

evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; 
12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of 

Christ:13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, 

unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 
14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind 

of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; 
15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even 

Christ:16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every 

joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase 

of the body unto the edifying of itself in love. 

17 This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as other Gentiles 

walk, in the vanity of their mind, 

18 Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God through the 

ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart: 

19 Who being past feeling have given themselves over unto lasciviousness, to work all 

uncleanness with greediness.20 But ye have not so learned Christ; 

21 If so be that ye have heard him, and have been taught by him, as the truth is in Jesus: 

22 That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt 

according to the deceitful lusts; 23 And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; 

24 And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true 

holiness. 

25 Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth with his neighbour: for we are members 

one of another. 

26 Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upon your wrath: 

27 Neither give place to the devil. 

28 Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him labour, working with his hands the thing 

which is good, that he may have to give to him that needeth. 

29 Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of 

edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers. 

30 And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption. 

31 Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from 

you, with all malice: 

32 And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for 

Christ's sake hath forgiven you. 

 



Colossians 3:8-15…Put off that which Divides and Put on that which Unites 
8 But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of 

your mouth. 
9 Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds; 
10 And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that 

created him: 
11 Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, 

bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all. 
12 Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, 

humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering; 
13 Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even 

as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. 
14 And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness(unity). 
15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body; 

and be ye thankful. 

 

Galatians 5:14-26….Living and Walking by the Spirit leads to Unity 
14 For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this; Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 

15 But if ye bite and devour one another, take heed that ye be not consumed one of another. 

16 This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. 

17 For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary 

the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would. 

18 But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law. 

19 Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, 

lasciviousness, 

20 Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, 

21 Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I 

have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of 

God. 

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 

23 Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. 

24 And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. 

25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 

26 Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one another, envying one another. 

 

 

Romans 12:9-18    Unity includes equality, affection, honor and peace                                                                                                         
9 Let love be without dissimulation (hypocrocy). Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which 

is good.   10 Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honour preferring 

one another;  11 Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord;12 Rejoicing in hope; 

patient in tribulation; continuing instant in prayer;   13 Distributing to the necessity of saints; 

given to hospitality.  14 Bless them which persecute you: bless, and curse not. 15 Rejoice with 

them that do rejoice, and weep with them that weep.  16 Be of the same mind one toward 

another. Mind not high things, but condescend to men of low estate. Be not wise in your 

own conceits.17 Recompense to no man evil for evil. Provide things honest in the sight of all 

men.18 If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men. 



 

Romans 14:1-23…Unity allows for liberty…requires patience and desire to 

grow in knowledge and understanding 
      Him that is weak in the faith receive ye, but not to doubtful disputations. 
2 For one believeth that he may eat all things: another, who is weak, eateth herbs. 
3 Let not him that eateth despise him that eateth not; and let not him which eateth not judge him 

that eateth: for God hath received him. 4 Who art thou that judgest another man's servant? to his 

own master he standeth or falleth. Yea, he shall be holden up: for God is able to make him stand. 
5 One man esteemeth one day above another: another esteemeth every day alike. Let every man 

be fully persuaded in his own mind. 6 He that regardeth the day, regardeth it unto the Lord; and 

he that regardeth not the day, to the Lord he doth not regard it. He that eateth, eateth to the Lord, 

for he giveth God thanks; and he that eateth not, to the Lord he eateth not, and giveth God 

thanks. 7 For none of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth to himself. 
8 For whether we live, we live unto the Lord; and whether we die, we die unto the Lord: whether 

we live therefore, or die, we are the Lord's. 9 For to this end Christ both died, and rose, and 

revived, that he might be Lord both of the dead and living.10 But why dost thou judge thy 

brother? or why dost thou set at nought thy brother? for we shall all stand before the judgment 

seat of Christ. 11 For it is written, As I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every 

tongue shall confess to God.12 So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God. 
13 Let us not therefore judge one another any more: but judge this rather, that no man put 

a stumblingblock or an occasion to fall in his brother's way.14 I know, and am persuaded by 

the Lord Jesus, that there is nothing unclean of itself: but to him that esteemeth any thing to be 

unclean, to him it is unclean.15 But if thy brother be grieved with thy meat, now walkest thou not 

charitably. Destroy not him with thy meat, for whom Christ died.  16 Let not then your good be 

evil spoken of:17 For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, 

and joy in the Holy Ghost. 18 For he that in these things serveth Christ is acceptable to God, and 

approved of men. 19 Let us therefore follow after the things which make for peace, and 

things wherewith one may edify another. 20 For meat destroy not the work of God. All things 

indeed are pure; but it is evil for that man who eateth with offence.  21 It is good neither to eat 

flesh, nor to drink wine, nor any thing whereby thy brother stumbleth, or is offended, or is made 

weak.  22 Hast thou faith? have it to thyself before God. Happy is he that condemneth not himself 

in that thing which he alloweth.   23 And he that doubteth is damned if he eat, because he eateth 

not of faith: for whatsoever is not of faith is sin.                                                                                                                                    

Romans 15:1-2    We then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not 

to please ourselves.  2 Let every one of us please his neighbour for his good to edification. 
 
Note:   The Strong being contrasted to the Weak “in faith “is referring to levels of understanding (Romans10:17). 

Paul is encouraging brethren to be UNITED and non-judgmental in matters that do not compromise the integrity of 

the Christian  faith. 

The teachings of these chapters in no way imply the often misunderstood position of unity in diversity in doctrinal 

matters. Conscience and opinion never override scripture. 

Let us always recognize the need for growth and its source……1 Peter 2:1-2   Wherefore laying 

aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings,  2 As newborn babes, desire the 

sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby:  And the result of its neglect…Hebrews 5:12-14  For 

when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the 

oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat.13 For every one that useth milk is 

unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe.14 But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even 

those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil. 



 

 

James 2:1-8….Unity has no place for prejudice (partiality) or judgment 
 My brethren, have not the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with respect of 

persons. 
2 For if there come unto your assembly a man with a gold ring, in goodly apparel, and there come 

in also a poor man in vile raiment; 
3 And ye have respect to him that weareth the gay clothing, and say unto him, Sit thou here in a 

good place; and say to the poor, Stand thou there, or sit here under my footstool: 
4 Are ye not then partial in yourselves, and are become judges of evil thoughts? 
5 Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not God chosen the poor of this world rich in faith, and 

heirs of the kingdom which he hath promised to them that love him? 
6 But ye have despised the poor. Do not rich men oppress you, and draw you before the judgment 

seats? 
7 Do not they blaspheme that worthy name by the which ye are called? 
8 If ye fulfil the royal law according to the scripture, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself, ye 

do well: 

 

DIVISION is the ENEMY of UNITY 

Mark 3:24-25                                                                                                                     
And if a kingdom be divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand.25 And if a house be 

divided against itself, that house cannot stand. 

1 Corinthians 1:10                                                                                                 
Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same 

thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the 

same mind and in the same judgment. 

 

1 Corinthians 3:1-3… Spiritual immaturity can lead to division 
 And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto 

babes in Christ.  2 I have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to 

bear it, neither yet now are ye able.  3 For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you 

envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men?                                                                          

Proverbs 6:16-19       These six things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto 

him:17 A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood,18 An heart that deviseth 

wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief,19 A false witness that speaketh 

lies, and he that soweth discord (strife)among brethren. 

 

Both Unity and  Division begin in the heart and are determined by both attitude and desire. 

Christianity is NOT a COMPETITION…..Common faith,   Common love,   Common goal. 

 

                                                                   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


