
Math is… numbers, quantities, and shapes. 

 

Numbers tell us “how many”. Each number tells you a different amount. 

Digits – 0123456789 – are the ten symbols used to write a number in figures. 

Numerals are a symbol or group of symbols that show a number.  

 Word 
 Figure 
 Pictures 
 Tallies 
 Roman numeral 
 Blocks 
 Number track 
 Number line 

Counting up – each number you say is worth more than the last. 

Counting down – each number you say is worth less than the last. 

  



Math is… numbers, quantities, and shapes. 

 

Quantity is about size and measuring. 

Size is how big or how much of something there is. 

Measuring is how you find out the size of something. 

Comparing is looking at things to see of it is the same or different. 

Ordering is giving items that you have already compared a place because                         
its size. 

About means close to. 

Exactly means not more than and not less than. 

Accurate means being exactly correct. 

  



Math is… numbers, quantities, and shapes. 

 

The shape of something is its outline, or the way it looks from the outside. 

A pattern is an arrangement of shapes or lines, and often repeats. 

A closed shape has an edge all the way around. 

The edges of an open shape do not meet. 

A curved shape will have bends in it. 

A straight shape will not bend. 

A round shape looks like a circle. 

A hollow shape has empty space inside it. 

A solid shape has no air inside. 

A circle is perfectly round. 

A triangle has three straight edges and three corners. 

A rectangle has four straight edges and four corners. 

A square has four straight edges and four corners that are all the same 
size. 
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